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Early Hearing Detection and Intervention (NE-EHDI) 
 

Nebraska Newborn Hearing Screening Algorithm Guidelines 
For Pediatric Primary Care and Medical Home Providers 
Aligns with the AAP Guidelines 
https://www.aap.org/en-us/advocacy-and-policy/aap-health-initiatives/PEHDIC/Documents/Algorithm1_2010.pdf 
 
 

Hearing Screening REFER or DISCHARGE PRIOR TO SCREENING Birth at hospital HINFO 

(hearing) record created by Vital 
Records system when birth record 

is submitted to state. 

Hospital educates 
parent(s) on newborn 
hearing screening. 

Newborn’s hearing screened at 
hospital using OAE and/or 

AABR screening methods. 

REFER on inpatient hearing 
screening.  (REFER: does not pass 

for one or both ears). 

Hospital creates HSCREENING record(s) on the electronic Vital Records 
system (ERS) and records results or reason for no screening. 
 

Hospital staff, Primary Care Provider, or test provider schedules appointment 
for outpatient hearing screen and informs parent(s) of appointment date, time 
and location. 

Outpatient hearing re-screening completed by 1 month of age. 

Provider of Outpatient hearing screen notifies Primary Care Provider of PASS 
or REFER results. 

NE-EHDI sends letters to the Primary Care Provider & Parents (REFER 
or discharged prior to screening) regarding the need to schedule 
further testing. 

Primary Care Provider reports results of Outpatient hearing screen to NE-EHDI 
(see below). 
 

If REFER – Audiological Diagnostic Evaluation to be completed prior to 3 
months of age. 

Primary Care Provider refers for 
“Diagnostic Evaluation”.  Parents given 
education about need for diagnostic 
evaluation and appointment. 

Primary Care Provider refers to 

Early Intervention Services 

(Refer to IFSP Flow Chart). 

Early Intervention Services 

reviews for eligibility and may 

be able to provide assistance 

with diagnostic evaluation and 

treatment. 

Complete Diagnostic Evaluation 

by 6 weeks of age.  (Refer to 

Audiological Diagnostic 

Evaluation Protocol). 

Newborn/Infant referred for 

Medical and Neuro-sensory 

evaluation, by Primary Care 

Provider or Diagnostic 

Evaluator. 

Hearing loss confirmed.  

Diagnostic evaluator sends 

results to Primary Care 

Provider, NNHSP*, and 

makes referral to Early 

Intervention Services. 

Services obtained with Ear, Nose and 
Throat Specialists, Audiologists, and 
Community Services (school et al).  
Early Intervention Services Coordinator 
can facilitate. 

NNHSP = Nebraska Newborn Hearing Screening Program of Health and Human 
Services System, P.O. Box 95044, 301 Centennial Mall South, Lincoln, NE  
68509-5044.  402-471-6770. Fax 402-471-1863 

Discharged before 
hearing screening 
completed. 

PASS hearing screening prior 

to hospital discharge. 

Nebraska Early Hearing Detection and Intervention 
Nebraska Dept. of Health and Human Services  

P.O. Box 95026, 301 Centennial Mall South 
Lincoln, NE  68509-5026 

      

 

For questions or concerns, please call: 
 MeLissa Butler 

Phone:  402-471-3579   FAX 402-742-2395 
 

Hospital informs Primary Care Provider of hearing 
screening results or no screening. 
 

Hospital informs Primary Care Provider of 
hearing screening results. 

Hospital enters bilateral pass date into 

Vital Records (HINFO record). 

More information can be found at  
http://dhhs.ne.gov/Pages/EHDI-Primary-Physician.aspx 
 

Primary Care Provider provides on-going 
monitoring of ALL children’s hearing, 
especially those with risk factors for late-
onset and progressive hearing loss. Risk 
factors for late onset or progressive 
hearing loss need to be reported to NE-
EHDI using the Risk Factor Reporting 
form found on the NE-EHDI website. 

Primary Care Provider provides a 
Medical Home and partners with 
Audiologist to refer a baby identified as 
deaf or hard of hearing to appropriate 
agencies for early intervention services and 
to appropriate medical specialists (i.e., 
otolaryngologist and geneticist) as 
indicated by the diagnostic audiologic 
evaluation. 

https://www.aap.org/en-us/advocacy-and-policy/aap-health-initiatives/PEHDIC/Documents/Algorithm1_2010.pdf
http://dhhs.ne.gov/Pages/EHDI-Primary-Physician.aspx

